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Who am I? What is justice? What does it mean to live a good life? Many of the fundamental

questions of philosophy are questions that we begin to ask ourselves as young adults when we look

at the world around us, at ourselves, and try to make sense of things. This engaging and accessible

book invites the reader to explore the questions and arguments of philosophy through the work of

one hundred of the greatest thinkers within the Western intellectual tradition. Covering philosophical,

scientific, political and religious thought over a period of 2500 years, Philosophy will serve as an

excellent guide for those interested in knowing about individual thinkers--such as Plato, Aristotle,

Rousseau and Nietzsche, to name just a few--and the questions and observations that inspired

them to write. By presenting individual thinkers, details of their lives and the concerns and

circumstances that motivated them, this book makes philosophy come to life as a relevant and

meaningful approach to thinking about the contemporary world. A lucid and engaging book full of

thought-provoking quotations, as well as clear explanations and definitions, Philosophy is sure to

encourage students and laymen alike to investigate further.
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I found Philip Stokes' Philosophy: 100 Essential Thinkers to be a real gemâ€”the writing is clear, the

content substantial, and the organization precise. Serving as a brief overview of Western

philosophy, Stokes' work captures meaningful snapshots of a 100 different philosophers in 382

pagesâ€”designating about three pages to each thinker. Divided into 22 sections, Philosophy: 100

Essential Thinkers categorizes each philosopher by camps (the Presocratics, the Eleatics, the

Academics, the Atomists, the Cynics, the Stoics, the Sceptics, the Neoplatonists, the Christians, the

Scholastics, the Age of Science, the Rationalists, the Empiricists, the Idealists, the Liberals, the

Evolutionists, the Pragmatists, the Materialists, the Existentialists, the Linguistic Turn, the

Postmodernists, and the New Scientists). Since a three page presentation can only serve as an

introduction to a person's work, Stoke's makes every sentence count. He introduces and explains

their major ideas, along with the context they lived in, who they were influenced by, and in turn who

they later influenced. An important reason I chose this book is "the Linguistic Turn". In this section,

capturing philosophers from the 20th century, Stokes describes thirteen philosophersâ€”by for more

than any other category. "The Linguistic Turn" describes present day, mainstream academic

philosophy in Americaâ€”an area of philosophy I am unfamiliar with for several reason, mostly

because I have full-heartedly followed a lineage of philosophy, which we can call "Integral" or

"Holistic", that has rarely entered mainstream academics.
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